
Complete Childcare

Your child is becoming more independent but will still love curling up on 
the sofa with you and a book. They will love the rhythm of language and 
getting their tongue around new words and phrases. Books are 
fantastic for teaching new vocabulary, and research shows that 
children who have a wide vocabulary (who know and use lots of words) 
by the end of their early years go on to have higher educational 
success. We should be aiming to stretch and challenge children’s use 
of words to give them the very best start whilst their brains are able to 
develop at the fastest rate.

We have included a book for you to read with your child. Read the 
story, explaining any less familiar words. Try to remember these words 
and use them at other times.

A great storybook is such amazing value if it can have an impact on 
your child’s life that reaches way beyond their nursery years.

As they start to recognise letters or words, point these out too.
Show them that a book has a hardcover to protect the thinner pages.  
Often the pages have numbers on. The writing on the back of the book 
telling you about it is called the blurb. That’s a great word!

Read a range of books or leaflets with your child. Toy catalogues and 
cookery books can be fascinating for children. Sometimes adult books 
with only a few pictures are popular if they have details about 
something your child is interested in. Encourage their imagination by 
asking questions like “If you had this toy, where would you keep it” or 
“who would you make this cake for?”

w�h Pre-Sch�lersL�ks at B�ks
Complete Childcare

Just 10 minutes a day makes a massive difference!

Reading together not only helps with literacy skills later on but benefits 
children’s social and emotional progress, too. It builds confidence and 
helps children find the words they need to tell you what they are 
thinking.

Reading a book with a toddler is fun and gives you a chance to be close 
and have a hug and a giggle.  

We have given you a book to read with your child--we hope you both 
enjoy it and share it with other family members and friends.

Find a quiet space and turn off the television or radio.

Read the story without words. Ask your child to find things in the pictures. 
This helps them to slow down and really see what is on the pages.  

Read the story and talk about any unusual words. Point out things in 
the pictures as you say the words.

Your child may find sitting still hard; if so, keep storytime short. You will 
notice your child’s attention span increase as time goes by.

Join your local library or ask our Nursery Manager about our home 
library scheme. We have lots of books for you to share at home.

By 2 years of age, your child will understand most of what you say and 
will use maybe 50 words or more. Children develop at different rates 
though, so if your child is not yet speaking have a chat with your Health 
Visitor. If your child hears more than one language it may take them 
longer to start to speak.

w�h ToddlersL�ks at B�ks
Complete Childcare

It is never too early to read to your baby, so we have provided you with 
a book that you can share.

Find a quiet space and turn off the television or radio.

Make animal noises or use funny voices. Your baby will love this! Get 
other people in the family to join in.

Start by looking at the pictures together and point to what you can see, 
naming the objects and animals. Soon baby will enjoy turning the pages.

We hope you and your baby enjoy your book and that you continue to 
enjoy special reading time together. If you have any questions about 
your baby’s language and speech development, please ask your 
Manager or contact your Health Visitor.

We know that babies can hear inside the womb and by the time baby is 
born they will know your voice. They are already good communicators 
and will let you know if they want something from you. They will have 
different cries to show they are hungry or tired and will be interested in 
faces and your expressions.

In the first five years, a baby’s brain can learn new things faster than at 
any other time of life. After this, it becomes harder to learn new things. 
We can take advantage of this by exposing babies to a rich language 
environment from the very first day to set them up for success 
throughout their life.

At Complete Childcare, our practitioners know the importance of warm 
and friendly interactions on baby’s development, and they find lots of 
opportunities to have a chat during the day.

At around 12 months of age, your baby will start using single words like 
dada and mama.

w�h BabyL�ks at B�ks
Complete Childcare

We know that babies can hear inside the womb and by the time baby is 
born they will know your voice. They are already good communicators 
and will let you know if they want something from you. They will have 
different cries to show they are hungry or tired and will be interested in 
faces and your expressions.

In the first five years, a baby’s brain can learn new things faster than at 
any other time of life. After this, it becomes harder to learn new things. 
We can take advantage of this by exposing babies to a rich language 
environment from the very first day to set them up for success 
throughout their life.

At Complete Childcare, our practitioners know the importance of warm 
and friendly interactions on baby’s development, and they find lots of 
opportunities to have a chat during the day.

It is never too early to read to your baby, so we have provided you with 
a book that you can share.

Find a quiet space and turn off the television or radio.

Make animal noises or use funny voices. Your baby will love this! Get 
other people in the family to join in.

Start by looking at the pictures together and point to what you can see, 
naming the objects and animals. Soon baby will enjoy turning the pages.

We hope you and your baby enjoy your book and that you continue to 
enjoy special reading time together. If you have any questions about 
your baby’s language and speech development, please ask your 
Manager or contact your Health Visitor.

At around 12 months of age, your baby will start using single words like 
dada and mama.

w�h BabyL�ks at B�ks

Complete Childcare Looks at Books with Baby

We know that babies can hear inside the womb and by the time baby is born they will know your voice.  
They are already good communicators and will let you know if they want something from you.  They will 
have di�erent cries to show they are hungry or tired and will be interested in faces and your expressions.  

At Complete Childcare, our practitioners know the importance of warm and friendly interactions on 
baby’s development, and they �nd lots of opportunities to have a chat during the day.

In the �rst �ve years, a baby’s brain is able to learn new things faster than at any other time of life.  After 
this, it becomes harder to learn new things. We can take advantage of this by exposing babies to a rich 
language environment from the very �rst day to set them up for success throughout their life.

At around 12 months of age, your baby will start using single words like dada and mama.

It is never too early to read to your baby, so we have provided you with a book that you can share 
together.  

Find a quiet space and turn o� the television or radio.

Start by looking at the pictures together and point to what you can see, naming the objects and 
animals.  Soon baby will enjoy turning the pages.

Make animal noises or use funny voices.  Your baby will love this!  Get other people in the family to join 
in.

We hope you and your baby enjoy your book, and that you continue to enjoy special reading time 
together.  If you have any questions about your baby’s language and speech development, please ask 
your Manager or contact your Health Visitor.

Complete Childcare Looks at Books with toddlers

Just 10 mins a day makes a massive di�erence!

Reading a book with a toddler is fun and gives you a chance to be close and have a hug and a giggle.  

Reading together does not just help with literacy skills later on, but bene�ts children’s social and emo-
tional progress too.  It builds con�dence and helps children �nd the words they need to tell you what 
they are thinking.

By 2 years of age your child will understand most of what you say and will use maybe 50 or more words.  
Children develop at di�erent rates though, so if your child is not yet speaking have a chat with your 
Health Visitor.  If your child hears more than one language it may take them longer to start to speak.

We have given you a book to read with your child – we hope you both enjoy it and share it with other 
family members and friends.

Find a quiet space and turn o� the television and radio.

Read the story and talk about any unusual words.  Point out things in the pictures as you say the words.

Read the story without words. Ask your child to �nd things in the pictures.  This helps them to slow 
down and really see what is on the pages.  

Your child may �nd sitting still hard; if so, keep story time short.  You will notice your child’s attention 
span increase as time goes by.

Join your local library or ask our Nursery Manager about our home library scheme.  We have lots of 
books for you to share at home.

Complete Childcare Looks at Books with Pre-Schoolers

Your child is becoming more independent but will still love curling up on the sofa with you and a book.  
They will love the rhythm of language and getting their tongue around new words and phrases.  Books 
are fantastic for teaching new vocabulary, and research shows that children who have a wide vocabulary 
(who know and use lots of words) by the end of their early years go on to have higher educational 
success.  We should be aiming to stretch and challenge children’s use of words to give them the very 
best start whilst their brains are able to develop at the fastest rate.

We have included a book for you to read with your child.  Read the story explaining any less familiar 
words.  Try to remember these words and use them at other times.    

As they start to recognise letters or words, point these out too.

Show them that a book has a hard cover to protect the thinner pages.  Often the pages have numbers 
on.  The writing on the back of the book telling you about it, is called the blurb!  That’s a great word.

Read a range of books or lea�ets with your child.  Toy catalogues and cookery books can be fascinating 
for children.  Sometimes adult books with only a few pictures are popular if they have details about 
something your child is interested in.   Encourage their imagination by asking questions like “If you had 
this toy, where would you keep it” or “who would you make this cake for?”

A great story book is such amazing value if it can have an impact on your child’s life that reaches way 
beyond their nursery years.


